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�� WhatWhat  wewe  knowknow  aboutabout  EuropeanEuropean  clustersclusters……
�� … and … and whatwhat  wewe do not  do not knowknow
�� Innovation Innovation policypolicy: Small is : Small is beautifulbeautiful
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IndustrialIndustrial  clustersclusters  areare  territorially-basedterritorially-based
networksnetworks  ofof  firmsfirms  thatthat  operateoperate in  in thethe same same
industrialindustrial  sectorsector

�� TypicallyTypically  spontaneousspontaneous  phenomenaphenomena
�� TypicallyTypically  involveinvolve a series  a series ofof public  public oror  semi-semi-

publicpublic institutions institutions
�� ThereThere  areare  severalseveral kinds  kinds ofof  clustersclusters
�� TheyThey  areare in  in differentdifferent  evolutionaryevolutionary stadiums stadiums
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WhatWhat  wewe  knowknow

�� CreativeCreative  environmentsenvironments
�� AdaptabilityAdaptability  throughthrough time: time:

�� FlexibilityFlexibility  ofof  SMEsSMEs
�� KnowledgeKnowledge is ” is ”stickysticky””

�� TransformativeTransformative  capacitycapacity
�� TechnologyTechnology transfer transfer
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TheThe WEID research  WEID research resultsresults

�� 15 15 clustersclusters in Western and  in Western and EasternEastern
EuropeEurope

�� DynamicsDynamics  ofof  relocationrelocation and and
internationalizationinternationalization

�� Wide set Wide set ofof data data
�� FirmsFirms  statingstating  theirtheir  PolicyPolicy  needsneeds
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What are the most relevantWhat are the most relevant
local ‘institutions’ for firmslocal ‘institutions’ for firms
in European clusters?in European clusters?

2.042.042.812.81Consulting FirmsConsulting Firms
2.452.452.472.47Certification LaboratoriesCertification Laboratories

2.112.112.072.07Service Service CentresCentres
3.633.633.503.502.332.33OtherOther

2.002.002.612.613.713.71Firm AssociationsFirm Associations
2.292.292.022.022.502.50Chambers of CommerceChambers of Commerce
2.142.142.732.732.252.252.002.00HEIsHEIs & Universities & Universities
UKUKITITDEDESISIROROPLPLCZCZ
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In In particularparticular: Science & : Science & TechnologyTechnology
ParksParks

Nodes of interactions Factories of innovation
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Policy relevance for cluster firms:Policy relevance for cluster firms:
past, present & futurepast, present & future
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The policy relevance gap betweenThe policy relevance gap between
firms and institutions at presentfirms and institutions at present
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What levels of government are theWhat levels of government are the
most relevant?most relevant?
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WhatWhat  wewe do not  do not knowknow

�� Network Network leadershipleadership
�� LearningLearning  processesprocesses
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Innovation Innovation policypolicy
�� Small is Small is beautifulbeautiful
�� Territorial Territorial networksnetworks: : greatgreat potential potential

FP7 FP7 proposalsproposals for  for SMEsSMEs and regions  and regions areare  welcomedwelcomed

RememberRemember::
-- HorizontalHorizontal  coordinationcoordination::

-- Research Research policypolicy
-- Regional Regional policypolicy

-- VerticalVertical  coordinationcoordination: : multi-levelmulti-level  governancegovernance
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